[image: image2.png]Novd
~
‘g
Tasmania
Explove the possivilities





Early entry into kindergarten for young children who are gifted

These guidelines have been issued to give effect to the Secretary’s Instruction No. 5, pursuant to Section 46 of the Education Act 1994, in relation to early entry to education before compulsory education for young children who are gifted. The instruction enables early entry to be permitted for a child who the cross-sectoral placement committee agrees has fulfilled the requirements under these guidelines. 

How do I know if my child is gifted?

Definition:  For the purpose of these guidelines the Tasmanian Education Policy Statement “Education for Students who are Gifted” provides the following definition:

Students who are gifted are students who show advanced development or have the capacity for advanced development, in any valued area relative to their age peers, to a degree that modification of their education is necessary.

The small percentage of young children who are gifted may show some of the following characteristics:

· intense curiosity

· exceptional memory

· early and exceptional language abilities

· excellent powers of observation

· a well developed sense of humour

· early reading and writing abilities which are often self-taught

· an early interest in mathematical concepts

· high motivation and long attention spans
About Early Entry

While all children have relative strengths and weaknesses, the Tasmanian Government recognises that there is a small group of children who are gifted and may benefit from special consideration.  In response to this need, Early Entry guidelines have been developed for Tasmanian schools.

Under Tasmania’s Enrolment Policy for all Tasmanian schools, children begin Kindergarten if they are 4 years old by January 1. The Early Entry Guidelines for gifted students form part of this policy. Children will be considered eligible for early entry if the following criteria are met:

· the child must be aged at least 3 years and 6 months as of January 1 of the year in which early entry is requested

· the child must be assessed in the ‘Very Superior’ range of cognitive function, through use of the Wechsler Primary and Preschool Scale of Intelligence (Australian norms). The ‘Very Superior’ range encompasses the top 2% of the population.
Early entry to school is one strategy for meeting the intellectual, social and emotional needs of pre-school children who have been identified as gifted. Other strategies may be more appropriate for individual children.

What are the steps to take if you are considering early entry for your child?

We recommend that you:
Make contact with the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted (TAG)


who will:

· Help you decide whether this is an appropriate course to follow. If you decide to proceed with the application the Association will help you gather evidence of your child’s giftedness.
For children entering government schools
· Approach the School Principal who will:

· Check the age requirement
· Advise you to make contact with the relevant Senior Education Officer (Extended Learning) (SEO) in the relevant Learning Service, if this has not already been done
· Explain the process and provide you with the relevant documentation
· Make arrangements for a formal assessment
· Forward your completed application (nomination form and assessment) to the SEO(Extended Learning)in the relevant Learning Service (please see contact details at the end of this document)
Note:
*The Principal should be informed of the intention to apply for early entry by the end of Term 2 of the year prior to enrolment. This timeline is necessary to allow for the process to be completed.

For children entering non-government schools

· Approach the School Principal who will:

· Check the age requirement
· Advise you to make contact with the relevant officers:

· Independent Schools Tasmania: Ms Terese Phillips (03) 6224 0125

· Tasmanian Catholic Education Office: Ms Christine Butterworth (03) 6210 8888

· Explain the process and provide you with the relevant documentation
· Make arrangements for a formal assessment
· Forward your completed application (nomination form and assessment) to:
Ms Terese Phillips 

Independent Schools Tasmania 

PO Box 616 Sandy Bay TAS 7005

or

Ms Christine Butterworth

Tasmanian Catholic Education Office

PO Box 102

North Hobart 7002

Note:
*The Principal should be informed of the intention to apply for early entry by the end of Term 2 of the year prior to enrolment. This timeline is necessary to allow for the process to be completed.

Cross-Sectoral Placement Committee
All applications will be forwarded to the cross-sectoral placement committee who will make the final decision around whether a child has fulfilled the requirements of these guidelines. In instances where the members of the committee cannot agree, the application will be forwarded to the Secretary to make the final decision. 
Frequently asked questions

Q
Who makes the decision to offer enrolment?
A
A Statewide cross-sectoral placement committee with representatives from all school sectors – Government, Catholic and Independent.

Q
Who is on the placement committee?

A
The committee is chaired by a nominated senior officer of the Department of Education.  
The committee includes a parent representative (nominated by TAG), an early childhood teacher, a registered psychologist and an SEO (Extended Learning), who will act as the Executive Officer.
Q
Does this apply to all Tasmanian schools?

A
Yes
Q
Will the formal assessment cost anything?

A
No, if the service is provided through a Government school. 

Costs at Catholic or Independent schools may be negotiated at school level.

Q
What evidence will support my application?

A
The SEOs (Extended Learning) with the Learning Services and the TAG can assist you with this task. 
Q
When will I know the Committee’s decision?

A
The committee meets in November and parents will be advised in writing of the Committee’s decision as soon as possible after the meeting.
Contacts for further information

Tasmanian Association for the Gifted:

0488291497
tasgifted@gmail.com
Tasmanian Catholic Education Office
(03) 6210 8888

Independent Schools Tasmania
(03) 6224 0125
SEO Extended Learning, Learning Services South & South-East

To be advised
Phone: (03) 6212 3608

Email: 
SEO Extended Learning, Learning Services North
William Briginshaw
Phone: (03) 6327 3969

Email: william.briginshaw@education.tas.gov.au 

SEO Extended Learning, Learning Services North-West
Debbie Youd
Phone: (03) 6363 1140
Email: debbie.youd@education.tas.gov.au  
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