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POLICY STATEMENT

Students who are gifted should be provided with an appropriate range of flexible provisions in Tasmanian Government schools, to enable and support their development. While all students have strengths that should be valued and promoted, there is a small group of gifted students who require specifically targeted identification processes and programs in schools. Some provision is able to be provided in regular classrooms, while other programs may need to be additional.

DEFINITIONS

Students who are gifted

Students who are gifted are students who show advanced development, or have the capacity for advanced development, in any valued area relative to their age peers, to a degree that modification to their educational program is necessary.

The concept of giftedness encompasses three major aspects:

1.
Students who are gifted often have asynchronous development where intellectual, 
physical and social development may be occurring at dramatically differing rates.

2.
Giftedness is multifaceted encompassing a wide range of abilities and cannot be 
measured according to a single dimension. Consequently a range of programs may be 
needed to cover these dimensions.

3. The development of an innate gift is likely to be influenced by environmental factors such as significant people, events and experiences as well as intrinsic variables such as motivation and personality. This means that children may be identified as gifted at different stages of schooling.

‘Gifted’ and ‘talented’

There is no reliable or consistent distinction between the terms ‘gifted ‘ and ‘talented’ to justify distinguishing between the two terms. This policy and support materials will use the term ‘gifted’. 

RATIONALE AND BACKGROUND

There are several points which justify programs for students who are gifted:

· The nurturing of giftedness is dependent upon appropriate intervention. Children develop their innate gifts through the interaction between their natural ability and environmental factors. Schools are an important part of the process that develops giftedness - failure to provide appropriate provision in schools is likely to result in students’ giftedness being underdeveloped.

· There is substantial potential benefit to Tasmania, and to Australia as a whole, if students who are gifted develop their abilities and use them to contribute to the good of society. The giftedness of students is a valuable resource to be nurtured.

· Many students who are gifted have educational needs that are different form the majority of students. Without suitable programs, these students may not only fail to develop their giftedness, but may develop emotional and behavioural problems. The complexities and vulnerabilities of students in which intellectual, physical and social development are all occurring at different rates, demand modification to teaching and to support services. The parents of these children may also benefit from support and advice to cope with their child’s special needs. 

Negative attitudes toward students who are gifted are often encoutered in schools and the wider community. Programs for gifted students may be seen to widen the gap between high achievers and other students, appearing to promote elitism. The predominance of high socio-economic student groups in programs for students who are gifted, and relative under-representation of disadvantaged and minority groups, have given rise to allegations of inequity in the identification of gifted students and the provision of programs. It is therefore important that identification processes and support mechanisms are equally available to all student groups. Particular care needs to be taken to ensure that gifts which are culturally and socially undervalued are not overlooked when programs are developed.

GOALS

It is intended that :

1. students who are gifted will be positively valued and supported and their special needs recognised;

2. government schools will offer a flexible range of provisions to cater for students who are gifted; and

3. students in gifted programs will be representative of the range of students, including students in disadvantaged groups.

REQUIREMENTS

The following strategies will be necessary to achieve Goal 1:

Students who are gifted will be positively valued and their special needs recognised with appropriate provision. 
· Provision for students who are gifted will become a cross-curricula system priority, within the priority cycle so that professional development can be accessed.

· Pre-service teacher training courses will aim to provide teachers with competencies in the teaching of students who are gifted.

· Support materials will be developed to assist teachers in recognising the needs of students who are gifted and providing for them. All curriculum materials will be as inclusive as possible, so that the needs of the range os students are catered for.

· Positive publicity in the wider community about students who are gifted and gifted programs in schools will be promoted.

The following strategies will be necessary to achieve Goal 2:

Government schools will offer a flexible range of provisions to cater for students who are gifted.
· Teachers will be provided with appropriate professional development and support materials to help them provide enrichment and extension programs in regular classrooms.

· Parents will be provided with information about provision and services for students who are gifted.

· Early entry to kindergarten will be provided in exceptional cases for students who meet early entry criteria and guidelines.

· Support will be available to schools which run parent-child sessions for children below kindergarten age, to ensure more appropriate provision for under school aged students who are gifted.

· Subject acceleration and year level acceleration will be provided for students according to central guidelines.

· Links between senior secondary colleges, secondary schools and primary schools will be fostered to promote the acceleration of younger students to programs at neighbourhood schools.
· Schools will be encouraged to experiment with more flexible ways to group students.

Processes to allow gifted students from neighbouring clusters of schools to be brought together for particular purposes, will be facilitated.

· A mentor program will be developed and coordinated so that students can be matched with suitable mentors who have particular expertise and experience.

· Technology will be better utilised as a way for students who are gifted to access information from a variety of sources and to interact with each other and their teachers and mentors.

The following strategies will be necessary to achieve Goal 3:

Students in gifted programs will be representative of the range of students, including students in disadvantaged groups.
· Identification processes that are broad based and comprehensive, and designed to identify underachieving students who are gifted, will be included as part of professional development and pre-service training.

· Targeted programs for students who are gifted will aim to include proportionate representation from educationally disadvantaged student groups and a gender balance.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Parents will be responsible for:

· working collaboratively with the child’s teacher and principal to ensure appropriate provision for a child who is gifted.

Principals will be responsible for:

· ensuring participation of staff in professional development programs on provision for students who are gifted, during the period when this is a system priority;

· ensuring there are reliable and valid means of identification of gifted students for specific programs in which the school is involved, and that participants are representative of the school’s population;

· ensuring the needs of gifted students are incorporated into the school’s overall teaching and learning program and supportive school environment program;

· promoting a positive attitude toward students who are gifted within the school and facilitating positive publicity for these students in the local community;

· considering subject or year level acceleration programs; and

· considering how students can be more flexibly grouped according to their learning requirements at a particular time.

Teachers will be responsible for:

· undertaking professional development in the area of provision for students who are gifted, according to opportunity;

· providing enrichment and extension programs in their classroom, as appropriate; and

· providing for students who are admitted to early entry programs and subject or year level acceleration programs.

Centre for Extended Learning Opportunities will be responsible for:

· providing an implementation plan and guidelines to support the policy;

· providing resource materials on curriculum provision for students who are gifted;

· providing access to professional development programs;

· including education for gifted students on the priority cycle as a cross curricula issue;

· providing an information package for parents on provisions and services for students who are gifted;

· providing departmental guidelines for early entry and acceleration programs; and

· providing advice on the technology needs of students who are gifted and planning for their implementation.

1
3
Policy statement – Education for Students who are Gifted.


